mysterious something that would otherwise "go to the brain," and cause disturbance there; and she not only feels sure that the baby's health is protected by this disorder, but is equally sure that without it other more serious disorders would supervene; so she makes no effort to check it. From the sixth month to the twenty-fourth, loosely speaking, the child is cutting its teeth, so that every ailment that occurs during that period will most likely coincide with symptoms of teething. The physician is, of course, anxious to assign a cause to every disorder, and as he knows the mother's prejudice in favor of teething, and being himself averse to careful physical examination of the child, he yields to the mother's bias, says the child is teething, therefore the disorder. The epoch of dentition is to be looked at just in the same way as that in which we regard the epoch of puberty. Constitutional disturbance is more common, and serious disease more frequent, at those times than at others; but their causes lie deeper than the tooth that irritates the gum that it has not pierced in the one case, or than the uterus which has not yielded the due discharge of blood in the other. You might produce hemorrhage from the uterine vessels in the latter instance, or cut through the gum in the former, with no other effect than that of aggravating the condition of the patient. 
